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Recommendations for Research  

with Student Populations in UCD 

 
Students are currently included as a vulnerable population in all Research Ethics Committee 

and Human Research Ethics Committee documentation. However it is recognised that it may 

be more appropriate to consider this group as requiring additional consideration in the 

research process rather than as vulnerable per se.  

 

There are a number of reasons why students may require additional consideration as 

participants in research.   

 

Key issues are:   

• the potential for undue influence, or  

• unintentional pressure to participate where research is being conducted by staff 

members who have an existing relationship with the student. This can include 

lecturers but also postgraduate students who are tutors or demonstrators in their 

respective Schools.  

 

In addition, consideration is required to: 

• ensure that the quality of students’ experience of their time at UCD is not negatively 

affected by multiple requests to participate in research.  

• ensure that researchers consider the fact that sourcing student participants as a 

result of their availability may mean that they are more exposed to invitations to 

take part in research as a result of being a ‘captive audience’.  

 

Given these different issues it is important that researchers consider the extent to which 

these issues apply in their study. 
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It is possible to identify a number of situations where research with students may fall under 

the exemption process for ethical approval.  

 

For example these studies are considered to be exempt from full review: 

• where students are conducting research with their peers (i.e. students at the same 

stage of study, so there is no existing unequal relationship), and  

• the topic and methodology of the study does not fall under the criteria of sensitive 

topics, or invasive procedures, and 

• the study does not raise any other ethical dilemma (e.g. unequal power relations). 

 

In addition, in recognition of the existing exemption categories, the following is also 

considered as exempt from full review: 

• research using anonymous student data that would fall under the label of ’standard 

educational assessment or practices’ (e.g. including student performance and 

feedback data). Please note that in this situation, researchers will be required to 

inform participants in advance that the information may be used for research 

purposes. 

 

In all of the above situations researchers should limit participation to students aged 18 years 

and over, should follow the existing procedures for exemption from full review 

(http://www.ucd.ie/researchethics/exemption_from_review.html), and should follow the 

UCD Procedure for Securing Permission to Access Students for Research 

(http://www.ucd.ie/researchethics/external_requests.html). 


